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A Hispanic Catholic Pentecost
One familiar question
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Ospino
Hispanic Catholic experience
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is how many Roman Catholic
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and religious education,
Hispanics are charismatic. The
Catholics in dioceses and
Boston College
point of contention usually is
parishes? All three. The energy,
Catholic News Service
the deﬁnition of “charismatic.”
creativity and drive toward
If being charismatic is about receiving
renewal that Hispanic Catholics are instilling in
charisms or gifts from the Holy Spirit by which
the U.S. Catholic experience are true gifts of the
we build the church and are witnesses of the
Holy Spirit.
Lord in history, then all baptized Hispanics
One should always be fascinated about how
practicing their faith are de facto charismatic.
the Holy Spirit works in our midst.
Sociologists of religion speak of renewalists or
Last year (2017), the Catholic Charismatic
Christians who have embraced a Pentecostal-like Renewal celebrated 50 years since its
spirituality and are part of so-called charismatic
beginnings. The movement was born in the
groups. Speaking in tongues, healing services
United States when a group of students from
and highly expressive worship are common
Duquesne University and La Roche College
practices among these Christians.
gathered outside of Pittsburgh to pray and they
According to the Pew Research Center, a full
“received the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
quarter of Christians — Catholic and Protestant
This particular experience of receiving
— throughout the world are renewalists.
the Spirit was similar to that of Pentecostal
Renewalism is without a doubt the largest
Christians and other non-Catholic renewalist
religious phenomenon within Christianity in our groups, especially in minority communities. The
day.
emerging spirituality soon became widespread
In the United States, Pew estimates that about
and crossed international borders.
half of all Hispanic Catholics are charismatic.
Latin America and the Caribbean proved to
One can quibble with this estimate since most
be fertile ground for the Catholic Charismatic
Hispanic Catholics are not regular churchgoers.
Renewal. It is estimated that more than half of
Besides, the word “charismatic” can mean many Catholics nurtured by this spirituality live in
things.
Latin America.
However, the point is clear: A large sector
Among the almost 20 million immigrants
of the U.S. Hispanic Catholic population
from Latin America now living in the U.S.
has embraced some form of charismatic or
— of whom close to 14 million are Catholic
renewalist spirituality. They live and practice this — countless self-identify with the Catholic
spirituality in parishes, educational institutions,
Charismatic Renewal.
homes and many other contexts.
One could see this as a “return home,”
In Church circles, the term “charismatic” often ﬁguratively speaking, since the movement has
evokes the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. In
been active in the U.S. all these decades. During
2014, drawing from a national study I conducted, this time, it embraced the richness and character
I reported that about 50 percent of more than
of the Latin American and Caribbean cultures.
4,300 parishes serving Hispanic Catholics have a The movement also found a home among
Catholic Charismatic Renewal group.
Catholics in Asia and Africa.
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal is the most
If you do not know much about the Catholic
inﬂuential spiritual movement among Hispanic
Charismatic Renewal among Hispanics, take
Catholics in our country. When present, it
the time to learn more about it. If you ﬁnd it
constitutes the largest group in a parish. It is
“perplexing” and “diﬀerent,” allow yourself to be
demonstratively one of the spiritualities most
surprised by the Holy Spirit. We are witnessing a
successful in fostering vocations to leadership
Hispanic Catholic Pentecost.
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To Stop Trafficking
We Need Backbones
President Ronald Reagan’s description of how he
viewed the end of the cold war with atheistic soviet
communism aptly describes how we should ﬁght the
war against human traﬃcking.
For 70-plus years, communism caused 20 million
to 30 million non-World War II deaths across the 15
countries of the
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The most
sympathetic comments from the most forgiving
historians are that it was well-intentioned and the
casualty numbers are inﬂated. Small comfort to the
victims. But even a casual reading of Lenin, Trotsky,
Stalin, Beria and Molotov reveals the evils espoused
by a state system that denied both God’s existence and
fundamental human rights.
The campaign against the evil of human traﬃcking
must also be uncompromising. If it is merely the
next feel-good project to hug in hopes of getting a
participation trophy, then evil will win. As writer
Clementine Paddleford would say, “Never grow a
wishbone where your backbone should be.”
In the array of justice issues, there can be no
compromise, no rationalization, and no treaties with
traﬃckers. Unconditional surrender must be the ultimate
goal. Backbones, not wishbones.
Although shutting down Backpage — an internet site
used by traﬃckers — was a tactical victory, it was not the
end of the war. Think about it: no matter the protection
aﬀorded oﬀensive material by
the ﬁrst amendment, no one,
not the ACLU nor Planned
Parenthood nor atheistic
communism, has oﬀered any
defense of human traﬃcking.
It is a continuing
— Ronald Reagan
abomination demanding the
next group of abolitionists of
every race, creed, color, gender and national origin to
unite and act against it. It can be done. In a rare show
of unity, both Democrats and Republicans strongly
condemned human traﬃcking in their respective 2016
national platforms.
Most parents care ﬁrst and foremost for their children.
How, then, can they not be incensed to learn that a
traﬃcker will ﬁnd a middle school runaway within 48
hours of leaving home? How can parents, both fathers
and mothers, pimp out their own children for money
or drugs? How can we not engage and partner with
other social and faith-based organizations, schools, law
enforcement oﬃcers and medical providers to serve the
survivors of this profane business?
Anecdotes and research data do not allow us to
ignore what Pope Francis identiﬁed as a “crime against
humanity.” Men in particular must recognize our duty to
our wives and children to speak out. Clergy can confront
their congregations on Sunday morning to recognize
what happened Saturday night. News media can choose
words that identify the real criminals of this unholy
trade. Employers can include training about traﬃcking
during hiring orientation. Businesses can spot and stop
grooming actions by customers, employees or suppliers.
We need to watch for the subtle warning signs on
display and keep our heads out of the sand at work,
shopping or school. We need to win and traﬃckers need
to lose.
St. Josephine Bakhita, patroness of traﬃcking victims,
pray for us.
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
— The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

