Immigration Talks
Beg for Reason

The perceived deficiencies of the current immigration system
are alrecady a leading topic in this year’s elections. Even without
all the political blather, what we know is that immigration is
multi-faceted, with moral, legal, and public policy overtones
complicated by economic components and contradictions.
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M Latin American migrants are convicted of crimes at rates
lower than native-born Americans.

B Of immigrant men between the ages of 18 and 39,

1.6 percent are incarcerated; 3.3 percent of native-born
American men in that age range are in jail.

B For men in that same age range without a high-school
diploma, the incarceration rate for Mexican immigrants is less
than one-third that of native-born American males.

B Immigrants are more likely to be Bible-believing Christians
than murderers or rapists.

B From 2007 to 2017, American Evangelical congregations
saw minority membership in the U.S. grow from 19 percent
to 25 percent of Christian believers, driven in large part by
immigrants and their children.

B “We're all immigrants.” The Fourteenth Amendment
confers citizenship on anyone born in this country. Thus, no one
need ever be more than one generation from citizenship status.

Statistics are useful in sensitive discussions about
immigration as we repeatedly hear the moral and political
certainties of competing pundits. But history shows that
neither the 19th century’s Know Nothings™ closed immigration
door, nor the current Know-It-All didactic pundits on all sides
of the debate, have articulated a sound immigration reform
proposition.

The Catholic bishops have reaffirmed the right of migrants to
travel across borders for personal safety and economic security.
They have also recognized the right of countries to secure and
protect their borders. Those principles do not have to conflict.
Resolving them will undoubtedly prove difficult, and certainly
will require us to tone down the volume on the rhetoric.

Debating civilly, even heatedly, using accurate historical
narratives are hallmarks of American principles of justice.

Negative racial and ethnic epithets, unfair housing practices
and education discrimination aren’t anything but irrational
ingredients of bigotry. They should not undermine what the
Constitution guarantees, and the Church teaches about dignity
in the context of human rights and immigration.




