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On Oct. 24, just over a month from 
now, we will initiate a new fundraiser 
for Catholic Charities. The title of the 
event is “A Movable Feast” because we 
want to be inclusive of all parts of the 
Rockford Diocese with our services and 
priorities. 

Although the first celebration will 
occur in Rockford, we look forward 
to taking our message of service and 
advocacy to all parts of the diocese. 

The headliner for the inaugural 
event is Wayne Messmer, the voice of 
the National Anthem and “God Bless 
America” at Chicago’s major sporting 
events. Messmer is a Fourth Degree 
Knight of Columbus, a faithful Catholic, 
and frequent emcee of the annual 
men’s conference held in the Rockford 
Diocese. 

He will present his one-person, one-
act dramatization of the mission of St. 
Damien of Molokai. Please see some 
additional information on page 6 of this 
issue, and watch for announcements 
in various parish bulletins and in The 
Observer.

Catholic Charities needs to raise funds 
as many humanitarian organizations 
do. During the Fiscal Year 2018–19, 

Catholic Charities 
provided the following 
services:
n Meals and 

clothing (St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Community 
Center and Refugee 
Resettlement);	
n Pre-school, after-school, and 

summer camp;
n Counseling, community and school;
n Long-Term Care Ombudsman Visits 

with Elderly and Disabled;
n Refugee resettlement;
n Emergency assistance and referrals;
n Employment assistance and 

placement;
n Immigration services;
n Advocacy 

concerning human 
trafficking and 
domestic violence;
n Adolescent 

Outreach and Teen 
Parenting Counseling;
n Adoption records 

searches.
We are being 

aggressive with our pricing so we can be 
aggressive with our services. Thus, we 

have sought out and 
been graced with some 
generous sponsorships. 

But we also have 
a limited number of 
tickets available for 
$200 each. That gets a 
pre-dinner reception, 

dinner, Wayne Messmer’s performance, 
and dessert. We also have a few tickets 
priced at $100 for just the performance. 
Pricey, yes. But, as MasterCard would 
say, “Priceless.” 

As the host deanery, 50% of our 
net proceeds will go to the Rockford 
Deanery of 19 parishes, and 50% will be 
spread across our services in the other 
six deaneries. 

Next year we plan 
to hold our event in 
Aurora, so 50% will 
stay in that deanery. 
Then we will move to 
the western part of the 
diocese with the same 
split. 

Our diocese is the 
size of the state of 

Connecticut and covers 11 counties. Our 
services and our advocacy must extend, 

as our friends at The Observer say, 
“from the Fox River to the Mississippi.”

Please join us. And please support our 
sponsors. They have committed to us 
because they are convinced of the value 
of our work and the dedication that 
comes from over 80 years of diocesan 
service.

We know the price is above the 
usual range, but we also know that our 
services are needed throughout the 
diocese. Please consider being a part of 
the solutions that Catholic Charities can 
lead in our communities. 

We are good stewards with your 
money, with overhead costs at 8% of 
donations. Our clients get a lot of bang 
for the buck.

Father Damien committed his life to 
those who were otherwise abandoned. 
Please come celebrate his commitment 
and dedication with Wayne Messmer 
by helping us serve others who are 
abandoned and in need of the kindness 
of modern Good Samaritans.

On behalf of our current and new 
clients, our staff and our volunteers, 
thank you for letting us be the Good 
Samaritans in hundreds of people’s lives 
across the Diocese of Rockford.

Help Catholic Charities by Joining ‘A Movable Feast’

In the Global Church

‘If the Amazon Suffers, the World Suffers’
Describing the Amazon rainforest as “vital for our planet,” Pope Francis joined 

the region’s bishops in praying for action to extinguish the massive fires burning 
there.

“We are all worried about the vast fires that have developed in the Amazon,” 
the pope said Aug. 25 after leading the recitation of the Angelus prayer. “Let us 
pray that with the commitment of all they will be brought under control quickly. 
That forest lung is vital for our planet.”

“We urge the governments of the Amazonian countries, especially Brazil and Bolivia, 
the United Nations and the international community, to take serious measures to save 
the lungs of the world,” said the statement Aug. 22 by the top officers of the Latin 
American bishops’ council , known by its Spanish acronym, CELAM.

“What happens to the Amazon is not just a local issue, but is of global reach,” the 
bishops said. “If the Amazon suffers, the world suffers.”

(CNS graphic)

Human Side

by Father 
Eugene Hemrick

Catholic News Service

‘If begging be your 
lot in life, knock 

on large gates only.’
— Latin Proverb

Charitably Speaking

by Patrick Winn
Director, Rockford Diocese 
Catholic Charities

pwinn@rockforddiocese.org

Whenever I recite Verse 10 of Psalm 90, the Italian word 
“pazzo” comes to mind. The verse reads, “Seventy is the sum 
of our years, or 80, if we are strong; most of them are toil and 
sorrow; they pass quickly, and we are gone.”

We see why “pazzo,” 
meaning crazy, strikes 
me when we also read in 
Ecclesiastes, “For here is one 
who has toiled with wisdom 
and knowledge and skill, and 
that one's legacy must be left 
to another who has not toiled 

for it.”
How might we remain composed considering these depressing 

thoughts?
Seeing them through the eyes of wisdom is one way.
A Chinese proverb states the fewer interests a man has, the more 

powerful he is. In contains the very wisdom of which we speak.
Father Romano Guardini observes we live in a world of 

interests. He asks, “How, then, does a man live who is ruled by 
interests?”

He replies that when a person is ruled by interests, he tends not 
to “turn toward another person with simplicity and sincerity, but 
always has interior motives. He wishes to make an impression, 
to be envied, to gain an advantage or to get ahead. He praises in 
order to be praised.”

This kind of person renders a service in order to gain 
something in return. He does not really see the other as a person, 
but only wealth or social position.

In psychology, we speak of the vital need of I-thou 
relationships in life.

We are encouraged to put aside self-interests to be one with 
thou, to adapt ourselves to the situation and its demands, 
whether it be a conversation, collaboration, joyfulness or the 
endurance of misfortune, danger or sorrow, to get out of our 
myopic world to see the bigger picture.

The desires to make a name, look dapper and seek esteem are 
normal. In one way, we distract ourselves from thoughts about 
the brevity of life. Self-esteem is life-giving and energizing.

But too much self-regard can also take possession of us, 
causing us to look inward instead of outward, to be overly 
concerned with our needs rather than the needs of others, to 
think we control our life when God actually controls it.

Being exaggeratedly self-concerned can circumscribe us 
within our own little world.

We can become locked into too much of “me,” which creates 
claustrophobia. By considering the shortness of life and 
emptiness of possessions, we are encouraged to go beyond a 
self-centered life and to get a real life.

Living the Real Life
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