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Scripture Reflection for Oct. 28,
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

It Looks Like This
BY KEVIN PERROTTA
Catholic News Service
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For Catholics, Evangelicals, Muslims and those
But advocating for justice means
of other faiths, some issues, such
eliminating human traﬃcking,
as abortion, are as self-evidently
ﬁttingly labeled “a crime against
evil as life, liberty and pursuit of
humanity,” by Pope Francis, and
happiness are this country’s selfending the scourge of domestic
evident truths.
violence. It also means welcoming
The FCFC recognizes other
the stranger seeking work, and
direct threats to our principles,
aﬀording opportunities for
namely racism, poverty, hunger and
—United States Conference of
housing, education and safety for
unemployment. This list eﬀectively
Catholic Bishops, Forming Consciencthe marginalized.
represents a non-exhaustive catalog
es for Faithful Citizenship
Elections sometimes require
of Catholic Charities services. Our
holding our noses and swallowing
mission statement “to serve God’s
hard while voting for someone
people for the common good, with compassion,
with
whom
we
ardently
disagree on one issue
dignity and respect,” calls us to “... work in solidarity
in
order
to
struggle
against
others that are also
with the Church and other people of good will in
intrinsically
immoral.
As
with
other choices
advocating for justice.”
Catholics make, we vote “guided by a conscience
Using FCFC’s non-partisan priorities:
formed by Catholic moral teaching,” with no single
 Racism ranks high on the list of intrinsic
political position suﬃcient to guarantee a Catholic
evils because it is a personal choice to deliberately
voter’s support or opposition.
degrade another’s race or ethnicity, and champion
Nobody ever guaranteed this would be easy.
one’s own racial superiority. It is a zero sum agenda:
someone has to lose in order for another to win.
Info: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithfulcitizenship/
 Poverty is a doorway to disease, substandard

‘A

s Catholics, we
are not singleissue voters.’

To send letters to us please use one of the following:
Mail: The Observer,
The Diocese of Rockford
555 Colman Center Drive
P.O. Box 7044
Rockford, IL 61125
Fax: 815/399-6225

Email:
observer@rockforddiocese.org
(Please put Letter to the Editor in
the subject line.)
Please provide your name, address,
and phone number.

hat does it mean to have faith in
Jesus? What is this having faith
in Him?
It’s possible to answer these
questions in an abstract way, with carefully
deﬁned terms in a theological discussion
— possible, and useful. But we also need
something more vital: a living demonstration.
That is what St. Mark gives us in today’s
Gospel. In eﬀect,
he says, “You want
to see what faith in
Jesus means? Well,
I’ll show you.”
Mark tells a story
of a man who is
destitute. Bartimaeus
has nothing, frankly, but his underwear and
a dirty old cloak. Nothing. He is blind, which
prevents him from working. Family and
friends are no help. So he sits on the street and
begs.
One day, as he is sitting there, he hears a
crowd gathering. People are saying that Jesus
of Nazareth is coming. Bartimaeus has heard
about Jesus before, and now, suddenly, a
thought occurs to him: Jesus can restore my
sight.
Without a second thought, he starts trying
to get to Jesus. Because of the crowd and his
disability, he simply yells Jesus’ name over
and over, insistently, desperately. This is his
only chance to see again. He’s not going to let
it go. “Jesus! Jesus!” he cries out.
People standing near him try to make him
stop. “Shut up, you heap of garbage.” But he
won’t be stopped. The conviction that Jesus
can heal him is too strong. “Jesus! Jesus!” he
shouts.
Finally Jesus hears him. He pauses and asks
someone to fetch the man. Bartimaeus jumps
up, leaving his cloak (his only possession)
behind, and comes.
Jesus asks him, “What do you want me to do
for you?” Bartimaeus answers, “Master, I want
to see.” And Jesus restores his sight.
There, Mark says. That is having faith in
Jesus.
Each of us is left to ponder this
demonstration. Various elements of the story
may have particular signiﬁcance for diﬀerent
ones of us.
Am I any less destitute than Bartimaeus?
Do I experience within me the gift, the
inspiration, of faith in Jesus’ power to save
me?
What social pressure am I willing to break
through to get to Jesus?
Am I willing to let go of everything I have
to receive what I need from Him?
If Jesus’ question is, “What do you want me
to do for you?” what’s my answer?
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or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
— The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

