Overview

Since 1975 Catholic Charities has assisted refugees to resettle in the Diocese of
Rockford: sometimes as many as 350 persons per year. Operated under the
auspices of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Catholic Charities
works with the U.S. Departments of State, Homeland Security, and Justice, to
assist refugees in becoming self-sufficient. The majority of those settled by our
program are gainfully employed, purchase homes and even are business owners
in the first fewyears after arrival.

Who is a refugee?

A refugee is a person who has fled his or her country of origin because of a well-
founded fear of persecution based on race, religion, nationality, political opinion or
membership in a particular group.

How to Help?

P Financial - your monetary gift can help provide the first three months of rent
and deposit; gift cards for food and clothing.

P Volunteer - Donate your time to tutor refugee parents and children in
English, assist in collecting donations for new arrivals, transport refugees to
appointments, classes.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Janet Biljeskovic, Program Director
(815) 399-1709 orjbiljeskovic@rockforddiocese.org

Our Mission

Your help makes their hope for a new life more
than just a dream.

Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Rockford continues the ministry of Jesus in faithfulness to the Magisterium of the Church. Our Mission
is to serve God’s people for the common good with compassion, dignity and respect; to assist people in achieving a degree of
independence consonant with their human dignity; and to work in solidarity with the Church and other people of good will in advocating
for justice.
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